
RED, skippered by Joe Woods of Great Britain, is some-
what of a surprise early leader in Melges 32 class. 
Woods, from Torquay, got the gun in the last two races 
on Tuesday to overtake defending champion Let’s Roll 
in the overall standings. Let’s Roll, which won Acura 
Key West and Acura Miami Grand Prix in 2007, was 
the pre-regatta favorite. RED will have to work hard to 
protect its three-point lead over Let's Roll.
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Feast or Famine
By Bill Wagner

I
t's  been feast or famine at Acura Key West 2008, 
presented by Nautica. 

Organizers and competitors alike have been 
frustrated by the fact winds have been either too 

strong or too light on two of the initial three days of the 
largest winter regatta in North America.

A northeasterly that held steady in the range of 25-30 
knots forced cancellation of racing on Monday. Mother 
Nature delivered the opposite end of the spectrum on 
Wednesday with a southeasterly providing a mere three 
knots of pressure and forcing officials with Premiere 
Racing to abandon again.

“The wind never reached the threshold at which we 
felt we could have a quality, fair race,” event organizer 
Peter Craig said. “Our race committee has certain 
standards and we are not going to sacrifice quality in 
order to just get in a race.”

Division 4 managed to start a race in what principal 
race officer Wayne Bretsch called “sail-able” conditions. 
However, the bulk of the fleet had not reached the first 
weather mark when the wind died to two knots or less 
and Bretsch pulled the plug.

“In my opinion, it appeared to be an unfair race. The 
wind was fluky and better on one side of the course 

than the other,” Bretsch said.
While there is always a concern the wind will 

improve after the boats are sent back to the harbor, in 
this instance the reports from Commander’s Weather 
were spot on. 

“Based on the forecast I just received at 2 p.m., the 
decision we made at noon was the correct one,” Craig 
said. “I think from the sailor’s standpoint, better to 
get back to the beach and have the entire afternoon 
to get out and take advantage of all that Key West 
has to offer rather than bobbing around on the water 
waiting for wind.”

Some teams headed to the various bars and res-
taurants around Historic Seaport, filling the tables at 
Schooner Wharf, Turtle Kraals, Conch Republic Seafood 
and the Half Shell for a late lunch and drinks. Crew 
members from the TP52 Flash Glove were a bit more 
industrious with tactician Rob Greenhalgh quickly 
arranging a fishing trip.

“Some guys went fishing, others played golf while 
some just decided to relax with a few drinks,” skipper 
Colm Barrington said.

Barrington was all smiles despite the abandonment 
because his boat holds second place in IRC 1, two 
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points behind the Judel Vrolijk 66-footer Numbers (Dan 
Meyers, Newport, RI) and two ahead of fellow TP52 
Samba Pa Ti (John Kilroy, Los Angeles).

Barrington won IRC 2 class at Acura Key West 2007 
with a Ker 50 named Magic Glove. He sold that boat 
to Hunt Lawrence of Oyster Bay, N.Y., who is racing 
her in IRC 1 this year under the name Cracker 2. He 
then bought the former Pinta from Michael Illbruck 
and has already won a couple regattas, including 
Cowes Week.

“This boat goes faster and is more fun. It’s a bit more 
interesting and challenging to race,” said Barrington, 
who has also campaigned boats named Velvet Glove, 
Flying Glove and Gloves Off.

Crew members aboard the Farr 40 Barking Mad and 
the TP52 Samba Pa Ti were not displeased to see rac-
ing called off by midday. A stomach bug has ravaged 
those teams along with several others and tactician 
Terry Hutchinson said ill crew members welcomed the 
chance to sleep and recover. 

Craig said it was only the second time in the 21-
year history of the Key West regatta that two days of 
racing were cancelled. Forecasts call for light winds 
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again on Thursday with a front moving in to provide 
heavy air on Friday.

 Fortunately, breezes held steady at 15-20 knots 
on Tuesday and enabled principal race officers Ken 
Legler (Division 1), Bruce Golison (Division 2), Dave 
Brennan (Division 3) and Bretsch to complete three 
races apiece.

 Because Acura Key West 2008 race days have 
been reduced, 
there is tremen-
dous pressure to 
perform in the 
remaining races. 
Vitesse, a Swan 
42 skippered by 
Jon Halbert of 
Dallas, Texas, 
stands third in 
class – four points 
behind first place Tiburon (Mark Watson) and only one 
point astern of Bandit (Andy Fisher).

“Tomorrow and Friday now become very important. 
Because the regatta has been condensed, each race 
counts more than ever and the whole mindset changes,” 
said Farley Fontenot, tactician aboard Vitesse. “I think 
you will see most teams become a bit more conservative 
because there is little margin for error.”

Fontenot, a managing partner with Quantum Sail 
Design Group, scanned the docks in front of The Galleon 
and noticed crew members swarming over boats to 
inspect equipment. 

“This is when you check every fitting and every system 
because you cannot afford any breakdowns that might 
ruin a race,” he said. 

One team that insists it will not sail conservatively 
is Temptress, an SR-33 owned by Robert Hibdon of 
Charleston, SC. Temptress pulled off a first in the 21-year 
history of Acura Key West by winning three races in one 
day. However, tactician Henry McCray said Temptress 
will not alter its approach since the Evelyn 32 Bluto (Bill 
Berges) is only four points behind in second. 

“We’re not letting up one bit. We’ve got to keep the 
pedal to the metal,” McCray said. “I’ve been around this 
game too long and I know that anything can happen. 
It’s never over until it’s over.”

Championships up for Grabs

While all 16 classes remain up for grabs at Acura Key 
West 2008, there are also two major championships to 
be decided. France has taken the early lead in the 11th 
International Team Competition for the Nautica Watches 
Trophy. National pride is at stake as 11 countries field 
three-boat teams comprised of a Farr 40, Melges 32 and 
Melges 24.

France, led by the fourth-place standing in Farr 40 class 
of Twins (Erik Maris), has scored 31 total points thus far. 
Defending International Team champion Switzerland, 
led by Melges 24 leader Blu Moon (Franco Rossini) is 
just one point behind.

With each passing year, the International Team 
Competition gains traction with several boat owners 
requesting to participate. Danilo Salsi, skipper of the 
Farr 40 DSK Comifin, organized Team Italia.

“We are very excited to be sailing on behalf of our 
country. We think this side competition is very clever. It 
gives you a double goal for the week, another trophy to 
try to win,” said Andrea Casale, crew member aboard 
DSK Comifin. “You want to do well as an individual entry 
and you also want to help the team.”

Armando Giulietti’s Melges 32 Hiroshi and Riccardo 
Simoneschi’s Melges 24 Giacomel Audi Racing are the 
other members of Team Italy, which got off to a tough 
start.

“It’s great because it gives you a chance to get close 
with crews from two other boats. You have to com-
municated with one another and commit to working 
together,” Casale said. 

Another battle is beginning to develop for the PHRF 
National Championship, which was introduced at Acura 
Key West 2007 and proved quite popular. PHRF 4 leader 
Bad Girl, a J/100 owned by Robert Armstrong of St. 
Croix, seized the early lead under the scoring system 
created by rating expert Bruce Bingman. However, 
PHRF 3 leader Temptress, an SR-33 owned by Robert 
Hibdon of Charleston, SC, is just three-tenths of a point 
behind.

However, anything could happen since the champion-
ship is based on a combination of best average corrected 
speed, tightness of class competition as determined 
by the corrected time spread between first and fifth 
place finishers along with the number of boats beaten 
relative to the possible number that could have been 
beaten. Thus, a single bad race can play topsy-turvey 
with the results.

Dee Smith
Battling back from cancer
by Bill Wagner

Dee Smith was living in Spain and preparing to 
begin a season of Farr 40 and TP52 racing when 
he received the shock of a lifetime. Literally 

bedridden by severe back pain, Smith was informed 
by doctors that it was due to a massive tumor located 
on his vertebrae.

Things only got worse when surgeons removed the 
tumor, which had wrapped around Smith’s spinal cord. 
More thorough tests discovered the tumor, which was 
initially labeled as benign, was indeed cancerous.

Thus began the longest, most grueling year of Smith’s 
life. The San Francisco native, a professional sailor for 
nearly 40 years, has been battling Stage 4 cancer since 
last March and – while the latest news is encouraging 
– he is not out of the woods yet.

“The doctors gave me six months to 30 years to live. 
Since I made it through six months, I told them I’ll take 
the 30 years,” Smith said. 

Smith, who now resides in Annapolis, is making a 
triumphant return to the grand prix circuit at Acura 
Key West 2008 as tactician aboard Rusal Synergy, the 
TP52 skippered by Sergey Pichugin of Russia. Smith is 
admittedly far from 100 percent physically after his body 
was bombarded with radiation for most of the past five 
months. However, the determined 52-year-old has fought 
through fatigue, nausea and general discomfort in order 
to resume his highly-decorated career.

“I love sailing, I love being out on the water. Yacht 
racing is what I’ve done my entire life. I don’t know 
anything else,” Smith said during an interview prior 
to racing on Tuesday. “There are some good days and 
some bad days, but just being on the boat and part of 
the team gives me the drive and the energy to keep 
going.” 

Smith, a veteran of multiple America’s Cup and Volvo 
Ocean Race campaigns, showed he hasn’t lost his stra-
tegic touch as Rusal Synergy won two of three starts on 
Tuesday. In Race 1, Smith’s first since the cancer was 
discovered, the Russian TP52 port-tacked the entire 
IRC 1 fleet. 

“The boys know I can’t hike out hard and I move a 
little slower than everyone else, but my mind is still 
sharp and I can get around well enough in the back of 
the boat to do my job,” Smith said. 

Smith underwent the surgery to remove the tumor 
on June 20 in Valencia. He will be forever grateful to 
Spanish authorities, particularly the Valencia mayor 
and health department, for providing him with top-of-
the-line medical care.

Smith returned to his home in Annapolis and was 
fortunate that Maryland is one of the few states with 
a provision that allows insurance coverage for persons 
with a pre-existing condition. He was also fortunate to be 
able to continue his treatments at the world-renowned 
Johns Hopkins Hospital.

Doctors at Hopkins determined that lung cancer was 
the primary cause of the large tumor and three other 
smaller ones located. Smith has a three-centimeter 
tumor on his lung that is believed to be the main source 

Continued on page 13.

Continued from page 1.

“Some guys went 
fishing, others played 
golf while some just 
decided to relax with 
a few drinks.” 

– Colm Barrington

Continued on page 8.
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DIVISION 3 (continued)

SERIES TOTALS
Class  Pl. Boat Name Entrant 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Total

COMPETITION GRADE RUNNING RIGGING

Photo by Sharon Green / Ultimate Sailing

For more information, 
visit us at www.samsonrope.com

known as the best heat protection system on the market…
SAMSON ICE IS NOW AVAILABLE IN 6 NEW COLORS

Just when you thought a heat protection system couldn’t get any 
better, Samson offers new options for competitive racing.  The 

best just got better.  Samson Ice is now available in 6 “Flavors” 
allowing color coding of halyards, sheets and other running 

rigging. Made from a blend of Vectran® LCP and Zylon® PBO 
fibers, Flavored Ice provides excellent protection from heat 

buildup and abrasion caused by friction under load.

0226

 25 Rock & Roll Bernard Girod 24 22 26        72

 26 Ja 2 Joe Colling 16 30 27        73

 27 Orangutan Bob Glaser 30 20 30        80

 28 Jaded Peter Rugg 21 25 34        80

 29 Shakedown Jordan Mindich 26 26 28        80

 30 Tenacious Edward Palm 22 31 29        82

 31 Two Feathers Mark Masur 25 27 32        84

 32 Distant Passion James Macdonald 29 34 25        88

 33 Forerunner John Mathis 31 32 31        94

 34 Not Mine Buddy Rego 32 33 33        98

J/80 1 Rumor John Storck, Jr 3 1 1        5

 2 Lifted Kerry Klingler 1 2 3        6

 3 Painkiller Jane Magnus Tyreman 2 3 7        12

 4 USA 176 Geoffrey Pierini 5 4 6        15

 5 Avet Curt Johnson 7 6 4        17

 6 Relentless Al Minella 13 5 2        20

 7 Veloce Brian Louther 8 7 5        20

 8 Angry Chameleon Kristen Robinson 4 8 11        23

 9 Emotionl Rescue Jon Morris 10 9 10        29

 10 Jammy Dodger Neil Martin 6 13 12        31

 11 Stacked Deck John Gehrig 12 10 9        31

 12 Spank Me Robert Limoggio 11 14 8        33

 13 USA 352 Blake Fleetwood 9 15 14        38

 14 USA 1004 Bill Lockwood 14 11 20        45

 15 #11 Ron Landmann 20 12 15        47

 16 Lucky Frog Benjamin Schwartz 15 20 13        48

 17 Team Dog Party Terry McKenna 16 16 20        52

 18 Andiamo Timothy McCarron 20 20 20        60

 19 Blind Faith Alan McNab 20 20 20        60

International Team Competition
1. Team France, 31 points

Twins (Farr 40); New Wave (Melges 32); Tresvalles.com (Melges 24)
2. Team Switzerland, 32 points

Alinghi Racing (Farr 40); Let’s Roll (Melges 32); Blu Moon (Melges 24)
3. Team USA West Coast, 41 points

Warpath (Farr 40); Pegasus 32 (Melges 32); Pegasus 505 (Melges 24)
4. Team Great Britain 1, 45 points

Darkside (Farr 40); Red (Melges 32); Excellent (Melges 24)
5. Team USA Great Lakes, 47 points

Flash Gordon 5 (Farr 40); Star (Melges 32); Full Throttle (Melges 24)

PHRF National Championship Standings
1. Bad Girl, J/100, Robert Armstrong, St. Croix, 19.8 points
2. Temptress, SR-33, Robert Hibdon, Charleston, SC, 19.5
3. Stark Raving Mad, J/125, James Madden, Newport Beach, CA, 18.3
4. Britsar, Tartan 10, Ken Schram, Detroit, MI, 18.3
5. Emocean, J/120, Will Hanckel, Charleston, SC, 18
6. One Up, Wyliecat 30, Lincoln Schoenberger, Bridgeport, 18

Continued from page 3.
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of the cancer.
Smith underwent four rounds of heavy chemotherapy to reduce the size of the 

remaining tumors and it worked. He currently visits Hopkins every two weeks to 
receive two intravenous bags of drugs designed specifically to attack the type of 
carcinoma in his body. 

“For now, the cancer is under control and my blood count is getting back to normal. 
My doctors said my recovery at this stage could not be any better,” Smith said.

Smith is a lifelong non-smoker, but figures he spent enough time in pubs inhaling 
second-hand smoke and/or boatyards breathing in carbon dust, epoxies and resins 
to acquire lung cancer. 

To say Smith has been overwhelmed by the support he’s received from members of 
the sailing community would be an understatement. Longtime friend and fellow San 
Francisco native Mark Rudiger, who endured his own battle with cancer, has proven 
an incredible source of strength.

“I told Mark he’s my poster child because he’s a survivor. If Mark could do it, I can 
do it,” said Smith, who has also leaned heavily on longtime friend Paul Erickson. 

“I have received an incredible amount of support from friends and family. I cannot 
believe how many people have reached out to help. It makes my heart go pitter patter,” 
Smith said. “In our world, we have so many transient friends. We see each other briefly 
at regattas or in airports and don’t often get a chance to spend real time. However, 
in my time of need, those folks have shown that they really care.”

Of course, no one has provided more moral, physical or mental support than Jocelyn 
Thompson, Smith’s wife of 14 years. “I don’t know where I would be without Joc. She 
has just been a rock through this.”

Smith has begun physical therapy and is in the process of regaining his strength. 
He declined to sign on with a TP52 program this year, but hopes to stay busy and do 
several more regattas. 

“I’ve loved sailing ever since my father first took me out on San Francisco Bay when 
I was 12,” Smith said. “I love sailboats and I love the sea. I’m looking forward to doing 

some more ocean racing, some more events in the Mediterranean and generally resum-
ing my normal work schedule.”

There is no question that Smith is a changed man as a result of his sudden fight with 
cancer. An intense, fiery competitor who could be gruff and abrasive at times, the new 
Dee Smith has a different outlook on life after staring possible death in the face.

“In my sailing career, I took the approach that you have not lost until the boat crosses 
the finish line. I look at this cancer situation the same way. You’ve got to keep fighting, 
keep battling until you take your last breath,” Smith said. 
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BRONZE LEVEL INDUSTRY PARTNER

HARKEN
SPARE PARTS &
SERVICE TRAILER

Neil Harvey
727-460-4274

Scott Norman
727-692-4366

LOCATION: 
West Marine parking lot, 
corner of William & 
Caroline St. across from 
regatta tent.

INNOVATIVE SAILING SOLUTIONS

www.harken.com

AIRBLOCKS®
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