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Flazh Gordon leads o nicely organized parade of Farr 40 on 3 spisnaker rus on Thursday, mmmwnmwmmmdmmmm#
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Wednesday's action, but could ot keep the pace. Alinghi added amother bullet to its impressive series score and has dlinched overall victory in the: 1T-boat fleet.

On The Line

By Staff Writers

arly merning, in the pastel glow of a trepical
sunriss, life in unky Koy Wast slowly came
into swing. A man dressed like o pirate mocdo o
scootor past a row of schooners on the weator-
frant. Camara-toting tourists stared at pabicans and the
pelicans staned back, It was just ancthar day in paradise.
A passorby stopped and gazed at the motionloss racn
boats that wens tied to the docks, He commented owver
his Cuban coffee, *They e so calm and peacefil sitting
theme, hut very scon, they just go mats! ™ Indeed! AQ four
divisioms rnjoyed thair share of thrills, action and drama.
Class leaders deova ahead with clean boat handling ancd
smaath roundings, ansuring the win in more than one
class, For othors, victory is still on tha lines,
A miled sea hreeme and waarm sunshing wene the flavors
of tha day for all divisions. Modomts soa states allowesd
for somin great starts and dazeling finishies,

Division 1

Skippor Emasts Bortamil stosred Alinghi to its foarth
victory of the serins on Thorsdaey to clinch overall wictory
in Farr 40, The team from Goneva, Switzerland holds an
insurmountable 20 point losd oner Flask Gardan & in the
17-boat class.

Alinghi doas not need to leave the dodk on Friday, lnst
tactician Brad Butterworth said the team is inclined o
go mit on the wator one lest time.

“Wir came heme to oo sailing so why not do as much
s wen can,” Buttorsrorth saed. It would be mee toosnd
tha regatts onoa good note, | quass wa'll see what the
hoss thinks.”

Bartarelll came to Key West with five mombers of his
Amarica's Cup croew, firuring warm and sunny Florida
wronld provicle a nicn break fom poparations to defond
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the Auld BMug. Butterworth praised the trimming of
Lorenzo Mazea and Warwick Fleury and said Pieter
Van Niswsenbayzen is such a good Bowmman *it's liks
Taaving twio guys up thees "

Howreyer, s olher mesmbers ol he crses whane not
profes=ionals - per class mbes - and bad e bland in
wilth thes Cupr sailors, " This crawe had never sailed as g
CPpeAlp s v wesnen'E sure hose Btoweondd g I marns sat
wie wiorkad very well together,” Butterweorth said.

While the boys on Alinghl can relay morrow, e
intensivy weill B kigh in most of the other professional
lsden, grand priv clapses,

Seatbern Sun, thes Aunstralian antey sl ippeaned By Broos
Eddington, took over the lsad in hMumm 30 class seitkh
A sl performancs on Thursdasy Tactician Tim Davis

made somes great calls on wingd shilts as Sceethern Soan
peeted a first and a secmnd to take a fowr-point lead over
Mian Machine, That offort also earned Southern Sur the
[reiustry Partnar Boat of the Day awrand.

1 think Tim i= an axcoptional tactician and that has
been avident this week. Ha's aalled tha shifts wory
wall and has gotten us mat of jail a numbaer of times,"
Eddington said, *Tomorroer is & big day as wa knowr
anything can happon in sailboat mecing. Char worst msult
50 far is a fifth so that s encourmging. We just can't make
any major mistakes."

Clandio Becchi and his [kalinn toam aboard Let's Rolf
clinchad victory in Melges 32 class with a first and a
seonnd on Thursday. Crewe membar Topo DiCaprio got
tomsnd in the water upon retarn to the dock and it was
smiles all around for talimns, who dominated & vory
strong 22-hoat fleet on the strength of four bullats.

e are quite pleased becase the top five boats

wiars all very tough,” said Fecchi, who is a whopping
17 pesinte abwead of Newr Plave, co-owmnesd by Michaal
Carroll arsd Marty Eullman.

“This guy”™ Lat's Aol owner Claudio Recchi said,
aclapping team mate Fedarico Michetii on the shoulder,
“has bean mepongsible for the victory.” Beochi goes
on to aredit his eotive team of close fiends for theie
sesatinnal sailing. “The tactics of Cabriake e ol
lemt,” Lot Rall crew has sgrsed to go sabling on Friday
becmuge Feochi s hopaiil of sarning the Acura Boat af
Lhe WWisak honoe

Division 2

Dian Meyers stood on the dock in front of the Westin
Hotel and simply shook his bead when asked howr closs

thes cofapetition hag been in [RC 1 class,

Meayers and his creaw aboand Numbers have sngacped
in a hattle myale with Edgar Cato and the Hissar toam
with the tweo Farr-designed Bfootors sailing armuand
the courss in constant contact.

¥It's bean abschatoly fantastic racing. We havra battled
back-and-forth all waaok and wn hare to do it one more
dayg, " said Mepers, who steermsd Mumbers to a pair of bual-
lets on Thursday to take a tvo point lead ower Hissar.

Those victorins didn't come easy as Cato was hrmath-
ing dowm the hack of his Newport (B.L) neighbor all the
wrary b tha finish. “These twno boats am incredibly svan.
They go the same speed and hawe similar caliber creves.
W hndd & race today in which the lead changed hands
twrice in the last 6 seconds.

IRC 1 is among 12 classes still in donbt going into the
fimal day of Acurs Koy Wast 2007, presentad by Mautica.
Crganizers with Promiers Hacing am planning to start
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one race an Friday amd it will bBe deoor dies for Meyears
and many otheer skippers.

“It's all on, winner-take-all Them's nothing beattar
Thamn Eo havke a greal regatta like this go right down ta
e wrire, ™ maid Mevers, who did not esitabes when aghad
wihal Nuembers' approach will be in the ninth and final
race. “Farug, it's teis words: Bail clean. We can't worey
abwut Fiisear ar any other boal, W just have o sail thes
et ws can and ket the chips Bl whees they may”

Only two points separabs the first and sescond placs
boats in IBC 2 and 3 as well Thstes Like Chicten and
Crrant Ohsesian are only ane paint agsart in JO109.

Magrie Glave, Colm Barringtom’s Brand new Ker 50,
will tey bo pretect & nareas advantsges ovar the Transpac
G2y Samba Pa TF (Jobhn Eileey) and Windguest [Doug
D).

“It's anybsody’s regatia b this stage. Thies boats s
gtill wery mach in the hunt,” said Barmmeaton, an rishman
making his Koy West debart, "We'se really got oo sail
our swn rack beomse our rating 15 s much differant
thamn the Transpacs, We've looked at the nombars and
congidemd all the soemarios, We knowe what. ver have to
do, nowe wee just hisrs to oo out and do it.”

Eemeralda, a nowly-lounched Club Swan 42 cwmoed
by Japanese industrialist Makoto Uermatsy, has finishod
first in five mmoes and second in three others yot still onby
lmads Spirt of Maloran [, 9 to 11, Tactician Kan Raead
snid Esmeralda aan't et up nowe, althmagh this reqgatta
has bann a sucoess regardless.

"Wo cama into this regatta weith the plan of leam-
ing tha boat and getting it set up proparhy. Wae had no
axpactations pesults-wise, 55 this s a ploasant surprise,”

Continged on page 4
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said Hesd, a North Sails sgecutive. *We have some specially-dasipned [RC pochet
shipg in this class swhils wee’rs sel up complstely in ons-design trim. [t appeans this
ig o one-dasipn that the TRC rubs likes, ™

Genesis Hacing's Farr 40 from South Carslins, Sister Golden Hadr, reoomesd to thes
chehs inoa jovial mood. W love it down here, " VWarner said. *This is as good ag it
ety " Ben Poucher, foredeck, was taking a good-natured ribiing aboul the nee
nicknames the team has awandsd him, “We're callingg him Flanses]™ Ban coildn hslps
Tnar e lasgke

In FHEF-1, Wednesday's second place tie breakar Batwesn the Thoampson 30,
Whirere, and Spacernan Spdl was nothing short of sensational. Wailrers scored tveas
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Buallets mowing into fst overall “We'se sailed smart, played the wind shifts and tried wm
st b Break anything, ” sars cwner Pater Flumter, sehe's rsced in Koy West [or Burtesan N AU T I CA
yeurg, “The lighter Brease has definitely worked in oure favar.” Tactician Siman Dickey E_-F".-
called the shots, *[U's been very sven Between the 1006 and us,"” Dickey @aid.

Defypirsgy gravity, Fobwert Buhlman's Chio based 10056, Spacaman Spill, has landed
into anotheer seconsd place Lis break. This tiems it's with Charles Boeclinsr's Tegas sntey
BLIUE. *I's a veary challsnging Deal” says Speosmans Buhlman. ® Wairare ocked it NT
up and Orembeat and Elactra got into it today, We've really snjoved it.° Buhlman's
bt is inspired e his favorite comic seeip, Calvin and Fobhbes The team head a fser
haair rai=ing moments when two duelingg Swan 601 squeseed armand Spocemean Spifl
on the courss.

On Wadnasday, Hell Haund, BErendan Beowenoraed 's 1035 from Chyster Bay, NY, faced
a third place tin-up with Joff Gale's Bahaminn antry, Beaotff Warkd, Gale is nowr
imeolved in a tveooway tie for third with Robart Hesse's 1036, Plowshorse.

The Italinn-built CressCarrent 33, Electra, is the first boat of her kind racing in
America. The Elactra team is getting a salid feal for the silvery, high tech sport. boat's
charectonstics and Key Wost s an ideal opportunity to shine, “We couldn't ask for I i i

a botter vonue,” says owner Craig Crmossley, from Bhode Island. His son, Vinoent, is

AT AT LEWMAR
It's north warsus scoth as the drama contimees to unfold inthe PHRE-2 class, Lloyd NEW ENGLAND ROPES

Griffin's J/120, Cash Flaw, is domimating with throee bullets so far and flaverdess starts.

“It's a realhy tough class,” said Ken Saylorn, tectician. Saylor's mood at avery Koy Wast

st one, From Morth Carolina, thie Cash Flew toam enjoys s tmagh bt rather friendby
rivalry with the Emooean crow and racn against anch other in vanous Yomans. SPERRY

o g <
“Wa'te kooking at this as unfinished business,” Saylor says with a sky grin. ADVAKEED TECHNOLOGY SFORTSWEAR TerRr=F1RER

Oontinged on page 12
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W just got o go out and race our ace,” says Bl Hanckel, owner of the South
Carclina entry Emovesn. “We had great crew work [om the very beginning.” First
in class on Wednesday, Emorean placed seoond in class on Thursday and keads the
JF120 subclass, Lagt year's Key West champ, B Ooaso, Rick Wesslund's 37120 om
California, led the first Uwo marks bn race one then ended up o the air turbulencs of a
trafic jam. “IU's pretly impressive that Emocean has been abile to do so well against
Lhies ligkhter boats, Ancd Cash Flow deserees 1o be where they am,” said Bill Melbostals,
ElDrase’s tactician, Ranking mid-[leet and with aonly ane mote day Lo go, the team is
in good spirits *Hey, wae'te going to try toowimn the racel” Malbostab said.

Division 3

The medtremmes JAAD maching, Lifted, had set the trend sarly on and was able to play
keop-aeray with John Storck Jr's two-bullet earner, Remer, and Emotianal Rescoe,
Eerry Klingler's shisore Lifted team packs thoes bullets so far. Magnus Tyreman's
Zwndish entry, Emeotional Besoae, takes third on Tharsday with KEristen Robinson's
Angry Chameleon in fourth, With soven points i the lead so far, will it be a slam donk
for the Lifted toam? Stay tuned, one mome day will tell all,

Willy T, Jan Smeats entry from Larchmont, NY, is racing Eoy West for the first. times.
“It's bean delightful all along. We've had vory sailable breszes,” says helmsman Paual
Lamnon, The easy-going crew was sonking up the Koy West sun, *I'm very pleased ,”
Lamnom sad.

Contined on page 14
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owver the race tounse, Jell Killerman's Texas entey el for a fast one sehen Eoce faked

a gybe, causingg As I e teilch off guand.

[ the B2 subclass, Jell Jobhnsione's Polar Express s the locomotive with a

A-plus peint kead over Bobert Turne™s ool Chargre.

After tweo years of busted masts and blown bulkheads, Dan Bomane was dus for

some good leck, It has lnally comes in ferm ol four straight days of Gght wind.

Mowr if Bemano and the rest of his crewe aboard the PHEF-G Mariah 27 Jazzy Jr
can pull out at l=ast third place nish teday, they will earn their fisst champiooship

in fve wrips.

Bur with defending champion Eand Flyer takingg the first race Tharsday, the taweo

boats find themnmselves ina head-to-Jead showedown,

Jazzp Jr s Magiah meves seell in the light air which has accompanied Eey West all
week, whersas Denny Manrigque's 52 7.9 Fiyer can withstand the heavy winds and
bury Fomano. It could very wesll takes one more bit of luck with the weather o dediver

Roosana’s Litle,

e will ey to pull it off,” he said. *We'll see what happens, When the wind pickes

up they get me. Every time they got me this weekl was heavier swind.”

One of those times was the st race Wednesday whers Bomano said he made
some mistakes o roule 1o a thisd place nish. Just his second time not finishing in

the top b,

e couldn™ get the boat to mose,” he said. *I0 wasno't wimmed right. We set up

Tor light and it began to bloer. We didn™ make the right adjustments, ™

For all the good luck Bomano has enjeyed this wwealk, though, Bfand Flyer is ket

Trustrated with its bad breaks Thursday.

KManrigue and company were playing tag for first and second place in the second
race and on the verge of causing a te for fiest overall when the Flper picked up a

crabpot on the rudde.
Their disappointing third place fnish will oece a victory today.

“It can happen.” Manrique said, *Right oo we weill definitely need a ballet, I e

ca, e Wil Whs capme donen Besre Uo wiln,”
Writers Rebecra Burg, Paul Definer and B Wagner contribaied Lo this story
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Convexity, skippered by Denald Wilson of Chicago, msde
A rajor move i the 33 boat JP106 class - cutting & 18- point
claficit to Mascpueracde down te four, Wilkson placed semnd
in FBace 8 while Thormas Coates and the Sascpoerace coew
sulfered a 2dth in Bace T to tghten the standings.

“1 definitely feel we have a good chance 1o win the
recratla. W are right there with Masyuersdes in termes of
boat spesd,” Wilson said. *We will try Lo continue deo the
same stull we've been doixg and ses what happens.”

Gumption 5, owned by Noelle and Kevin Grainger of
Brye, NY, moved into thind place on Thursday after sarming
a bullet in race seven. ¥ We'sve been working hard o get
in fromt of Masgueracde,” says Kevin, The light and Quky
winds were an advantages Lo Gumption ab tal momenl.
The team is just ten points shy of Masguerade and one
maore day tan make a dramatic dilferenos,

Division 4

[nn PHRF-4, Exze's teio bullets on Wednesday won them
resing acealsdes under thes by top. APY Symdicale’s Exee
H60 from Annapolis, MDD, improved by leaps and bounds
as the brand new boat quickly settled into the ey West
groowe, “Wle're in a head o head rece with AsJN" says
trimmes Rick Hamilon The tack tradingg ballet has beean
intense so far I As I can catch us on the gybe, he'll
camp on our swind,” Hamilton explains. Trading tacks all

Comtinoed on poge 16




